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SUBJ: PRC FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUES STATEMENT ON VIETNAM REEUGEES 

REF: PEKING 1702 

1. SOME ADDRESSEES WILL HAVE SEEN THE PRC EOREIGN MINISTRY 
STATEMENT OF JUNE 9 ON THE VIETNAMESE REFUGEE SITUATION, 

WHICH WAS CARRIED BY NCNA. THE STATEMENT WAS ALSO GIVEN 
HEADLINE TREATMENT IN THE JUNE 10 PEOPLE'S DAILY AND ON LOCAL 
NEWS BROADCASTS. THE USE OE A FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT AS 
A VEHICLE EOR EXPOUNDING PRC VIEWS ON THE DEEPENING SPLIT 
BETWEEN PEKING AND HANOI RAISES THE QUARREL TO THE LEVEL OE 
AN OFEICIAL GOVERNMENTAL DISPUTE. 

2. THE STATEMENT, COUCHED AS A REPLY TO THE VIETNAMESE 
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EOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT OE MAY 27, SPENDS 
A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OE TIME ADDRESSING THE LEGAL 
SITUATION OE THE CHINESE RESIDENTS IN VIETNAM. IT IS 
PARTICULARLY HARSH ABOUT WHAT IT CONSIDERS THE ILLEGAL 
AND INVOLUNTARY NATURALIZATION OE SOUTH VIETNAM'S CHINESE, 

WHICH WAS CARRIED OUT BY THE NGO DINH DIEM GOVERNMENT 
AND CONFIRMED AETER 1975 BY HANOI. 
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3. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY PUBLICLY ADKNOWLEDGES THAT IN 
ORDER TO COPE WITH THE FLOW OF REFUGEES THE PRC HAS HAD 
TO WITHDRAW "A PORTION" OF ITS AID PROJECTS. IT NOTES 

THE LARGE AMOUNT OF AID PROVIDED TO VIETNAM "AT GREAT 
SACRIFICE" IN THE PAST THIRTY YEARS, STATES THAT DURING 
HIS ILLNESS (IN 1975) CHOU EN-LAI EXPLAINED THAT CHINESE 
AID TO POSTWAR VIETNAM WOULD NECESSARILY BE REDUCED, AND 
THAT VIETNAMESE LEADERS HAD AT THAT TIME SHOWED UNDER- 
STANDING FOR THIS REDUCTION. IT COMPLAINS THAT HANOI IS 
NOW "SLANDERING" CHINA ABOUT ITS AID REDUCTION, CAUSING 
"PAIN AND ANGER" TO THE CHINESE PEOPLE. 

4. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT REJECTS HANOI'S CALL 
FOR NEGOTIATIONS, STATING THAT CHINA HAS TRIED TALKING TO 
VIETNAM MANY TIMES THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS WITHOUT 
RESULT. IT DECLARES THAT SINCE VIETNAM CLAIMS TO HAVE NO 
OVERSEAS CHINESE (I.E., SINCE THEY ARE ALL CONSIDERED 
VIETNAMESE) HANOTS CALL FOR TALKS ON THE "HOA" QUESTION 

IS PURELY PROPAGANDA. THE STATEMENT MAKES NO MENTION OF 
PEKING'S INTNETION TO REPATRIATE REFUGEES BY SHIP. 

5. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A 
PEOPLE'S DAILY COMMENTATOR'S ARTICLE ENTITLED "RUMORS 
CANNOT COVER UP FACTS," WHICH COVERS MUCH THE SAME 
GROUND IN SOMEWHAT HARSHER LANGUAGE. THE ARTICLE ACCUSES 
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THE SOVIET UNION OF BEING THE "INSTIGATOR AND SUPPORTER" 

OF HANOTS ACTIONS AGAINST OVERSEAS CHINESE. WHEREAS 
THE STATEMENT CONCLUDES WITH THE HOPE THAT THE TRADITIONAL 
SINO-VIETNAMESE FRIENDSHIP CAN BE RESTORED, THE COMMENTARY 
ENDS WITH A VEILED WARNING THAT THE VIETNAMESE ARE ONLY 
HURTING THEMSELVES. 

WOODCOCK 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES, REPATRIATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PEKING01767 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780242-0898 

Format: TEL 
From: PEKING 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780673/aaaackqu.tel 

Line Count: 101 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 91aebf8b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 PEKING 1702 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2405083 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRC FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUES STATEMENT ON VIETNAM REFUGEES 
TAGS: PEPR, SREF, CH, UN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/91 aebf8b-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



